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From the Manager’s Desk
Summer Projects
Concerns surrounding contractors, financing and logistics 
have all challenged projects that are planned for Summer 
2020, but the City is starting to see more clarity on when 
things will move forward.   South Street and Winter Ave., 
will have final paving done within the next week.  Paving of 
Bjornson Street, Chestnut and the alley behind the Fairman 
building was recently approved by the City Commission 
and will be done in the next 30-45 days.  Further paving is 
planned for late summer and early fall, that includes Locust, 
Henderson and Clark Street.

The Library Park Grant project was delayed, but now is full 
speed ahead with hopes of completion in the Fall.  Work at 
the both the Wastewater and Water plants is in the planning 
stages and projects in both areas will go out to bid soon.  
For more information on any of these projects call or email 
Mark Gifford, mgifford@cityofbr.org, 231-592-4058. 

Hi, my name is Bethany Hamilton. I am a 
firefighter for the City of Big Rapids. I grew up 
just north of Big Rapids in the town of Paris and I 
was homeschooled, graduating in 2009. I still live 
locally and enjoy hunting, fishing, and horseback 
riding as a few of my main hobbies as well as 
baking. Often, the fire crews will get treated to 
cookies, pies, or whatever I happen to bring in 
that shift.

I was a member of the Big Rapids Department of 
Public Safety as a part-paid firefighter for almost 
3 years before having the privilege of serving as a 

At the City Commission
On Monday, June 15, the City Commission heard two 
special orders of the day: an Arbor Day Proclamation 
and a Citizen Recognition Award for the Muskegon 
River Watershed Assembly. They also acted on several 
points of business including:
• Resolution approving a Class C Liquor License for 

FSU Katke Golf Course,
• Ordinances amending the Water and Sewer rates, 
• Awarding a bid for street resurfacing work on 100 

S. Michigan Ave Alley, 200 Block of Chestnut St, and 
Bjornson Street. 

• Appointing a new member to the Planning 
Commission, and other business.

Commission meetings are always open to the public. 
You are welcome to join on the 1st and 3rd Monday of 
the month at 6:30 PM at City Hall.
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full-time firefighter. I value having the opportunity to 
make a difference and serve in the community I grew 
up in.

As a firefighter, I get to serve by fighting fires that range 
from small grass fires to large structure fires, with no 
two days being alike. We also respond to local medical 
emergencies, car accidents and other disasters that 
may occur.

Another part of my job is working as one of the fire 
prevention specialists, which entails partnering with 
the area elementary schools to run the fire safety 
program each October, as well as several other 
community events throughout the year. I enjoy 
working with the kids and helping make safer homes.

The City of Big Rapids is part of my history as I grew 
up locally and have grown with it. I enjoy living and 
working in the area because it provides a diverse 
range of activities all within a short distance and a 
small town feel that has a lot to offer. 

Meet and Greet continued.

Upcoming Events
Big Rapids Community Library

• The Library is open for Lobby Pickup Only. 
Reserve items online or by calling 231-976-5234. 
Please have your library card number ready 
when you call. Library staff will check out your 
items for you and you will receive a notification 
when you can pick them up in the Lobby.

• Summer Reading began on June 15, but it’s not 
too late to sign up! Visit the Library website to 
register and log your reading, and you’ll be 
entered into the Final Prize Drawing at the end 
of August.

• Visit the Library website or Facebook page to 
access the Online Scholastic Book Fair. Proceeds 
go to purchasing new books for the Library.

Visit the Library website www.bigrapidslibrary.org 
to learn more or access your Library account.

Match on Main COVID-19 Response 
Grant Program 
The Michigan Economic Development Corporation 
(MEDC) recently announced the awardees of almost 
one million dollars in grants to support small downtown 
businesses in communities across Michigan. Big Rapids 
is proud to be one of the 22 communities selected. 

Seven businesses in downtown Big Rapids applied, 
met all the grant criteria, and were selected to be grant 
recipients. The City’s total grant award is $45,000; to be 
split among the seven businesses according to their 
requested amounts and demonstrated need. 

The seven selected businesses in Big Rapids are: Bernie’s, 
Blue Cow/Raven Brewing, Earth Wind and Fire Salon, 
Encounters of Big Rapids, Schuberg’s Bar and Grill, Star 
Shooters Bar and Restaurant, and The Old Pioneer Store 
and Emporium. 

The City is Big Rapids is glad to be able to support our 
local community businesses during this difficult period. 

Photo of Bethany fighting a structure fire.


